
board per annum ; a pauper lunatic, about one franc
per diem. He feeds like the family of the nourricier.
If his case be curable, he is visited once a week by a

doctor; if incurable, once a month. If possible he is
induced to work, and he receives a trifle for his work,
which he spends in extra comforts. He is free to go
about as he pleases all day within the limits of the
commune. Great supervision is exercised over the
nourriciers to see that their wards are well fed and
not ill treated. If a lunatic runs away, the nourricier
is fined 50 centimes for every five kilometres that the
runaway has traversed before he is caught. The
cures are about 38 per cent., which is large, consid¬
ering the number of incurable cases. The lunatics
seem perfectly happy, the fresh air and the associa¬
tion with sane people have the best effect on them.
There are now 1,663 ln the town and commune.
The article has attracted much attention in England,
and it is under consideration whether such a colony
might not be established here, as since recent events
private madhouses are probably doomed.
The opponents of experiments on animals at Ox¬

ford are making another effort to put an end to the
teaching and study of physiology in the University.
They have sent to every member of Convocation
throughout the country invitations to attend and vote
against a decree to provide for the annual expense of
the physiological department. It has become neces¬

sary to issue a counter manifesto, in which it is
pointed out that the expenditure asked for is for in¬
struction, not experimental research, and that its de¬
feat would seriously interfere with the efficient carry¬
ing out of the arrangements now in progress for the
teaching of medicine in Oxford, which teaching will
have its seat in the new and very ornamental building
in the park, now approaching completion. The list
of signatures comprises the names of the Dean of
Christ Church and of nearly all the heads of colleges,
as well as many well-known names in Oxford.
At the meeting of the Medical Society of London

Dr. Macpherson read a paper pointing out the curi¬
ous fluctuations in the popularity of ipecacuanha as a

remedy for dysentery. During the latter part of the
seventeenth century the drug was introduced to Euro¬
pean notice as being a useful remedy for dysentery,
and from published accounts appears to have acted
like a charm. Helbetins considered it as much a

specific for bloody flux as cinchona in malarial fever,
or mercury in syphilis. It appears to have continued
a fashionable drug for half a century, when it fell
into disgrace both in France and England. Akenside
used very very small does, one grain every six hours,
but it was more generally prescribed either in one

large dose or several small ones (five grains), re¬

peated every hour until vomiting was produced.
Subsequently in the tropics very large doses, fre¬
quently repeated, were given, but eventually the drug
was almost banished by mercury as a remedy for dys¬
entery. Dr. Parkes, in 1846, said ipecacuanha was
of quite secondary importance, still he recommended
scruple doses. Since 1858 the use of ipecacuanha
had been the main feature in the treatment of dysen¬
tery, and though something must be put down to
improved hygiene and the abandonment of bleeding,

still the improved rate of mortality among troops
pointed to the probability that the drug is really of
use in saving life.
The French now use the drug with much success

among their troops stationed in China, where dysen¬
tery abounded. After due consideration, Dr. Mac-
pherson fixed the proper dose at thirty grains. He
also referred to the fact that at present ipecacuanha
had entirely replaced the calomel treatment, which
was looked upon as a specific at the commencement
of this century. It was further pointed out that Mr.
Docker, a regimental surgeon, was the first to intro¬
duce the remedy into the British army. He at first
gave very large doses, but eventually found that three
or four doses of twenty grains brought the disease
promptly to a termination.
It has been decided to offer ^ioo to the senate of

London University toward the foundation of a Rab-
beth medal, in commemoration of the devoted sur¬

geon who lost his life through an attempt to relieve
the sufferings of a child dying of diphtheria in the
Royal Free Hospital. The father of Dr. Rabbeth
has undertaken to found the proposed scholarship at
King's College in memory of his son at his own ex¬

pense, and the committee of the Memorial Fund have
resolved to divide the funds which may be at their
disposal on the 31st of March between King's Col¬
lege and Royal Free Hospital, toward the endow¬
ment of two children's cots. By that date they hope
their funds will have considerably increased.

LETTER FROM BERLIN.
[FROM AN OCCASIONAL CORRESPONDENT.]

Bacterium Culture.\p=m-\Ihave just received the copy
of the Journal containing my letters about "Bac-
teria Culture," and with your permission would like
to add a little to what I wrote then.
In saying that agar agar is prepared like gelatine,

it should be mentioned that the percentage of agar
agar is much less, only one to three per cent. The
dilution method (Verd\l=u"\nnungsmethod) of making a

plate culture is especially advantageous, in that the
quantity of material used as seed can be more easily
controlled. For this, in addition to the plate ap
paratus, there are necessary the usual platinum wire,
which has a glass rod handle and which has its end
bent into a very small circle, and three of the test
tubes filled with gelatine, as before described, each
containing one or two drachms (4-8 cc.) of gela-
tine solution. The gelatine having been melted in
the tubes, the platinum wire is sterilized in the gas-
flame and dipped into the material to be used as seed,
one eyeful of which is transferred to a melted gelatine
tube. This is the first dilution and should be thor¬
oughly mixed by shaking. The platinum wire hav¬
ing been again sterilized in the gas-flame, one or two
eyefuls of the first dilution are transferred to a

second melted gelatine tube, which is thoroughly
shaken and forms the second dilution. In the same

way a third dilution is made. This method of dilu¬
tion, although savoring of homoeopathic principles,
is really the best and surest way to avoid using too
much seed,—a fact I emphasized in my last letter.
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The first dilution is always thrown away, for it con¬
tains by far too much seed ; the second dilution is gen¬
erally used, and if one is very particular the third is
still better. In making second and third dilutions,
if the solution contain comparatively few germs, it
may be necessary to take two or three eyefuls of the
material, and one's experience soon teaches him just
the quantity to be used.
The next process is to pour the mixture (either the

second or the third dilution) on a sterilized platewhich
is perfectly level and cold. When the gelatine has
hardened, the plate is put into its bell-jars and kept at
a suitable temperature for germination. One objec¬
tion to this method, though not a very strong one, is
that the colonies grow in the gelatine as well as on
the surface. This method is not very suitable for
agar agar cultures, owing-to the high melting point.
After colonies have formed, the plate is examined and
studied under the microscope with a low power.
Having found a typical and characteristic colony, a
little practice enables one to pick it out, while under
the microscope, by means of a properly shaped plati¬
num wire, and thus by vaccinating a tube or a plate
a pure culture is at once made. N.

NEW YORK LETTER.
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]

Antipyrin.\p=m-\As the new antipyretic, antipyrin, isattracting a great deal of attention just now in the
medical world, it may perhaps be of interest to know
what the experience of some of the prominent NewYork physicians has been with it, as shown at the
meeting of the Academy of Medicine last night,when a paper on this remedy and its effects was read
by Prof. Wm. H. Draper. It is not necessary to
refer particularly to the introductory part of the
paper, in which Dr. Draper gave a r\l=e'\sum\l=e'\of the
observations of European authorities in regard to the
effect of antipyrin upon animals and man. Person-
ally he had used it in the wards of the New York
Hospital, and to some extent in private practice,
since the first of October, 1884. The cases to which
he directed attention on this occasion were all of
typhoid fever, and twenty in number. Of the twen-
ty, seventeen were in males and three in females;while fifteen recovered and five proved fatal. The
highest temperature reached in any of the cases was
in that of one of the patients who died. This was
io7°.6, and it occurred on the twenty-fourth day ofthe disease. In the case in which the temperature
was the highest among those which recovered, itranged from 1030 to io6°.6. Vomiting was quite a
frequent symptom, and there was sweating in a con¬
siderable number, while nervous symptoms were
relatively few. Of the fifteen cases in which recov¬
ery took place, there was diarrhoea in seven and con¬
stipation in eight.
In giving antipyrin the method of Filehne, of

Erlangen, was, as a rule, adopted : 75 grains of it
being divided into two doses of 30 and one of 15

grains, and the doses given at intervals of one hour.
It was seldom found necessary to give more than 150
grains during the twenty-four hours in order to main¬
tain the temperature at an average of from two to
three degrees lower than would have been expected
if no antipyretic agent had been employed. Inali
cases antipyrin had the effect of reducing the tem¬
perature ; but in one instance it was found necessary
to administer it hypodermically in order to obtain
the desired results. One of the most noticeable effects
of the drug was the rapid cleaning up of the tongue
under its use ; and it also acted very happily in
quieting nervous symptoms, depression of spirits
being noted after it in only one case. In six cases it
caused profuse diaphoresis and in six an erythema-
tous rash resembling measles, but the latter occasioned
the patients no annoyance. The most marked fall
in temperature noted under its use was from io3°.8
to 98o.
In three cases the antipyretic effect of cold baths

and antipyrin was directly contrasted. In the first
case, it was impossible to reduce the temperature below
io4°.3 by means of surface refrigeration; but anti¬
pyrin promptly brought it down to 102.2. In the
second, the lowest point reached under the use of
baths was 102o. 4,while under antipyrin it fell to ioi°.2.
In the third, however, the difference was not so strik¬
ing. On the whole, Dr. Draper said, his observations
had been altogether confirmatory of those made by
European physicians in regard to the apparent value
of antipyrin. At present it could only be com¬
mended as a new and probably safe agent for the re¬
duction of temperature. It did not cure febrile dis¬
eases, but it enabled us to control a symptom which
caused the greatest amount of discomfort and not
infrequently endangered the life of the patient.
Antipyrin was not an antipyretic in the same sense
that quinine and the salicylates were. These agents
were ideal antipyretics in the class of cases where they
were specially indicated ; while antipyrin smothered,
but did not extinguish, the fires of fever. In some
cases the latter actually caused a temperature as Iowas
that met with in collapse, though with a total lack of
the depression and other grave symptoms characteristic
of this condition. As to the modus operandi of the
remedy, the vomiting, sweating and collapse-tempera¬
ture produced by it seemed to indicate that its special
effect was upon the nervous centres ; but at present,
Dr. Draper thought, any such hypothesis as to its
action was simply conjecture.
Dr. Weber, one of the leading German practition¬

ers of the city, said that he had commenced to try
antipyrin about the middle of December last, and that
he had employed it thus far in fifteen cases. None
of these were of typhoid fever ; but there were cases
of pneumonia, bronchitis and scarlet fever, with high
temperature, and in not a single instance had he been
disappointed by its failure to reduce the latter. He
then referred to three of the cases as illustration of
his experience with the remedy. The first was that
of a child, four years and six months of age, suffering
from double pneumonia, with a temperature of 105.°5
and violent delirium. He ordered half a gramme of
antipyrin to be given per rectum, and that it should
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